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Description

“Aesthetics” is a modern part of philosophy, its modern name advertising its reformed approaches to old

inquiries regarding beauty and the arts.

And still, and as modern as it is, aesthetics has profited by appropriating subjects, questions, philosophical

strategies, and examples of art from antiquity. It could continue to profit by reactivating old philosophical

discussions of the visual, literary, performative, and musical arts; ancient discussions of aesthetic value, as
found in those arts or elsewhere; and discussions of the critical assessment of artwork.

Along different lines, modern aesthetics could benefit from reflecting on ancient art works, ancient artifacts

not known as art in their own time, and the practices that accompanied what we understand today as art.

This guest-edited issue of SdE — aesthetic studies will speak to both existing and potential appropriations of

antiquity in aesthetics today. The journal invites submissions that address this general topic from any of a

number of perspectives:

o How has some particular ancient philosopher informed a contemporary debate or investigation? Plato
and Aristotle have obviously done so for years, but Plotinus, Longinus, Lucretius, and the Stoics would
also be worth looking to; perhaps Anacharsis, Xenophanes, Heraclitus, or other pre-Platonic thinkers.

« How could an ancient claim about to kalon or techné or mimésis, or ancient definitions of those concepts,
re-energize (or for that matter problematize) what have been restrictive contemporary claims about
beauty, art/craft, and representation?

« How has an ancient philosophical term — katharsis for instance — found new applications in a time of
sophisticated theories of brain and consciousness?

« How have (or how might) ancient practices come in for aesthetic scrutiny today that they had not been
subject to? Does an aesthetics of the everyday, for example, apply to ancient material culture? Did
something akin to fashion exist in antiquity? How does aesthetics today accommodate ancient uses of
aniconic sculptures and other visual objects?

« How could some ancient art phenomena (rhapsodic recitations of Homer, or lipogramatic lyric poems)
complicate modern aesthetic categories, or frustrate modern art-critical distinctions altogether?
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